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the charm of novelty.    Well, I will stop now and write
a little every day this week.

Sunday morning. I left off about four o'clock yester-
day, soon afterwards we dined, the table was just cleared
away and I seated with Mordaunt in hand, when Caleb
Lowndes came in, as he often does to take his dinner with
us. I set the little table out for him and soon mustered
up a comfortable dinner, and afterwards we sat and con-
versed by firelight until Mr. Pedersonl came, lights were
then brought in, Mr. Smith soon after came home with
the two Mr. Brent's.2 The girls had both gone up to
the house, as Congress was still in session. About 9
oclock Mrs. Bayard came in, and Mr. P. and she alter-
nately had several games of chess. This morning Mr. P.
came to go with us to church, and we had nearly reached
the Capitol when we met Mr. Coles3 who told us there
was no church. So we turned back and Mr. P. has been
sitting these two hours with me and for want of conversa-
tion, I made him read to me. All this has so deranged
my ideas and so I will write no more at present.

Thursday. Monday, tuesday, Wednesday, is it possi-1
ble three days already gone ? And all in company, in a
desultory way. On Monday morning, Mr. de Calve, Mr.
Pederson, and 7 or 8 ladies, took up all the time until
dinner. In the evening it rained, but that did not hinder
our going to Mrs. Gallatin's, where we had a squeeze, of
all our grandees. I procured a seat next Mrs. Wharton,
which always ensures me a pleasant evening; Genl. Tur-
reau,4 was there in all the splendor of gold and diamonds ;

1 Peter Pederson, Consul and Charge* d'AfTaires of Denmark.    He married
in 1820 Ann Caroline Smith, of Charleston, daughter of William Laughton
Smith, Representative in Congress.

2 The Mayor of Washington was then Robert Bent, but there were several
of the family, a large one, who would have been likely to visit Mrs. Smith.

8 Jefferson's Private Secretary.

*The French minister, a marshal of France.tained lavishly for many^ears.
